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Foreword
Are you looking to get married soon? If so, we are passionate about helping
you experience the joys of a Christ-centred marriage!
Marriage is established by God and in marriage, a couple willingly bind
themselves together in love to become one, just as Christ is one with the
church.
As a church, we want to walk with you throughout your journey to marriage.
The purpose of this handout is to give you a glimpse of how your premarital
journey would look like with us.
Remember that your marriage is intended to be one of the best events of
your life, so enjoy the journey!
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Attend NSA course: From
Courtship to Marriage
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to be engaged

Refer to p.3
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PreEngagement
Receiving Spiritual Covering
In your journey towards marriage, our
heart is to walk with you. Closer to the
engagement date, please speak to your
leader about your intention.
If you are yet to be plugged into a Life
group and would like more information,
visit hope-church.com.au/life-groups
Next Steps Academy (NSA)
We encourage you to attend the NSA
course: From Courtship to Marriage as
soon as possible.
This course aims to prepare and equip
couples looking to make the lifelong
commitment to one another. It will cover
the overview of what a marriage
relationship is and is not, conflict
resolution, and how to manage finances
within marriage.
For more information on the courses
offered and their availability, visit
hope-church.com.au/next-steps-academy
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Premarital
Counselling

2-12 months
before the wedding

As a church, we believe in empowering your marriage. Once engaged, we encourage you
to attend premarital counselling with a designated premarital counsellor(s).
Premarital counselling is an avenue aimed towards empowering you to make good
decisions in relationships and marriage. Please speak to your leader for more information.

Premarital Counselling Coordinators
Willawong Centre

Gold Coast Centre

Ps Lai Ling Lim
lailing@hope-church.com.au

Ps Lance Wolter
lance@hope-church.com.au

Joan Foo
joan.foo@hope-church.com.au

Belle Wolter
belle.wolter@gmail.com

St Lucia/Gatton Centre

Ablaze Service

Lillian Chee
zlillian@gmail.com

Ps Torch Leung
torch.leung@hope-church.com.au
Lisa Leung
lisamleun9@gmail.com
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Celebrant
Request
At least 6 months
before the wedding

After the first session of premarital
counselling, your premarital counsellor
will guide you through the steps of
requesting a celebrant.
Under the law of Australia, all marriages
in Australia must be solemnised by an
authorised celebrant.
Currently, in Hope Church, we have 4
pastors who are marriage celebrants:
Ps Wilson Lim
Ps Joshua Chee
Ps Kittisak Luengingkasut (Torch)
Ps Lance Wolter
We require at least one party to be a
member/regular attendee of Hope
Church.
The service provided by our celebrants is
free as we would love to bless couples.
This service is subject to the celebrant's
availability.
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Once your celebrant confirms on his availability, you
will receive an email from the Pastors’ Office
containing the Notice of Intended Marriage (NOIM)
and instructions on next steps.
This is an important form that must be filled in black
ink and block letters. The form should be signed in the
presence of your celebrant, at the latest, one month
and one day before your wedding ceremony and no
earlier than 18 months before the ceremony.
Evidence must be provided to celebrants:
Proof of identity: Driver's License or Passport
Proof of date & place of birth: Passport or Birth Cert
Please note that separate documents must be
provided for each requirement.
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Intended
Marriage
(NOIM)
At least 2 months
before the wedding
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05

Declaration
of No Legal
Impediment
to Marriage
(DONLIM)
Days before the wedding

The
Declaration
of
No
Legal
Impediment to Marriage (DONLIM)
confirms your identity, the identity of
the person you are marrying, and that
there is no legal reason why you cannot
be married to each other.
You will need to sign the DONLIM as
close to your wedding ceremony as
possible. We recommend signing it at
your wedding rehearsal within the week
before the wedding.
You must sign the DONLIM before your
celebrant. This document will be
prepared by the Pastors' Office. You
cannot sign the DONLIM after your
marriage ceremony has taken place.
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06
Marriage
Register
and
Certificates
During the wedding

During the wedding ceremony, the
celebrant will direct you to sign three
final documents which are the:
Marriage Register
Official Certificate of Marriage
Ceremonial Certificate of Marriage.
It is important that all names including
witnesses must be in English when filling
the documents.
The Ceremonial Certificate of Marriage is
for you to keep.
Congratulations on your marriage! We
pray for a fruitful and blessed journey
ahead for you and your spouse.
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Contact
For any enquiries, please contact the Pastors' Office at pswilson.office@hopechurch.com.au.
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